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| . raiſed another Wonder here ; Why 1 Learne 
hath not all this while given chat Seat Satisfaction to ſo 
Learned and Eminent à Perſon, as he 5 ? . Certainly | 


** þ N 


The Wonder of The- 570 41 Mean, 


4 i WY 2 * he bath" declar d, 1 54 the Nh W N 
. ö 7 he ruinit 


'y of the Son of © > 
Give me Raw to tell him, there is, but one Thing F won- 


der at, which n, that ſo great a Man; who Jpeats ſo ad van- 
: * of the Church, » Salvation, which is only to be found 
the Infallible Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
= lice, which ' ſuppoſes the ſame. 41. 
ſtauce for 22 ſuch Aſſemblies in the ſame Church, can continue 
. a Moment without Acknowledging i Or elſe let him wouch- 


nity wit ber, aud oj 


oft in the onncil tf 


'* ſafe to tell me; who am a zealous Maintainer of the Doctrine 
he teat pes, what. 'tis be 'means by the words Cathalick Church; 
Whether tu the Church of Remes aud thaſe which adhere 70 
ber? Whether tis the Church of En gland? Whether tis a con- 
fius'd heap of. Subjects ſeparated one from another > And how 
they can be that Kingdom of Feſus Chriſt, not divided in it 
ſelf, and which” ſhall never fall > 7. would he a great Satis- 
faction to me to have a Word of Anſwer upon this Subject, 
which may explain to me the q ſo Weighty — Solid 
an Author. 
Ye Publication of chis Wonder of | hs Biſho s hath 
Doctor 


no Learned Man of the Church of Exgla 5 impute it 
to either want of juſt Matter, or want Ff. Ability in fo 
weighty and ſolid an Author; or hardly to any thing elſe 


than 1 5 want of Leiſure, or want of Health, which re- 


- quired Aſſiſtance for the Publication of his own Wor 805 al- 
ready written, and therefore permitted not a new 


who is ſo well able to anſwer for himſelf, if he were not 


otherwiſe hinder d, and thought it neceſſary: tho hereto- 


fore my Neighbour and F riend; but upon other Conſiderati- 


1 4 Ons hereafter mention d mar! take this Occaſion to write this. 
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taking; or that he thought it ſo well done already by others, 
as makes it altogether needleſs. - Nor is it to do him right, 
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Ar ſeems to me a thing of no les WONDER than that * 
Res end in the Letter, That fo great a Man as the learned _ _ 
_ Biſhop | 


＋ 
7 


of Meaux, ſhould ſuppoſe ſo little Difference between ® 
the Catholict Church at the time of the Council of Nice, and 
_ - the Roman Communion now, as if the fame, becauſe they ar: 
ate to themſelyes that Title, as the Donat iſts did here- 
_ tofore, and exclude all the World beſides: And no leſs again, 
that he ſhould ſuppoſe that the Aſembly at Trent, to ſay no: 
. thing of others, was ſuch as that at Nice: And again no 
leſs, that he ſhould ſuppoſe that the Decrees and Canons 
of that Aſſembly can be believed by any conſiderate, con- 
ſcientious, unprejudic'd Perſon, to have been directed by 
the ſame Aſſiſtancę of the Holy Ghoſt, by which the Council! 
of Nice was; or to have that Evidence of Apoſtolick Trad i- 


: * 1 


tion and / uthority as is produc'd for that; and that ſo weigh-- 
ty and ſolid an Author can believe that Salvation is only to 

be found in Unity with that Church, in what was decreed 
at that Aſſembly. Theſe are Suppoſals, which I ſuppoſe the 
Doctor is not obliged to grant: and being denied, I ſuppoſe 
the Biſhop ought to prove before he can reaſonably e 
that great Satisfaction of an Anſwer. And till that be done, 

I ſuppoſe this ſufficient Anſwer for his Suppoſals. hy 

And as for his QUESTIONS, I muſt crave leave to tell 

him, 1. That there is ſo great Difference between the Catholick . 
Church and Catholick Communjon, that there may be a Breach 
of Communion in the Catholick Church, and yet both Parts 
continue Members of it; as there hath long been between 
the Greeks and Latines : And if both be in Fault, they are ei- 
ther,both ſtill Members of the Catholick Church, or there is 


no ſuch Church in being now : But if both be not in Fault, it 
is certain the Latines are by their making Additions to the 
_ Creed, and Impofing them as Terms of Communion, contrary 
to the Decrees of Ancient General Councils, as that of Epheſus, 
alleadg'd by Vincentius Lirinenſis, Chalcedon, and others af- 
terwards, and the Sentiments and expreſs Dedlarations of divers 
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4 The Womaer'of the Biſhop of Meaux, , 'Y' 
eminent more ancient Chriſtians ; and Additions. of fyeh  N 
1 as as have neither Scriprare nor Apoſtolical 7radit inn fog, 

= * rheir Belief; as Trayſub/tantiation, Prayers: to Saints, and rhe: 


Feueration of Images, &c. Theſe therefore are either no part 
_ of the Catholick Church, or but a corrupt one, So that 
the Roman Catholick Church, as it is commonly called here, 
eannot be the true Catholict Church in queſtion, 
. That the Queſtion, Whether the Church of England be. 
the Cathulick Church 2 ſeems. to me not becoming either of 
the Perſons; either ſo learned a Biſhop to 9 it at all, 
much leſs to ſo great an Author; or ſo weighty and ſolid 
an Author to take notice of it, unleſs with juſt Reflection, 


the only proper Anſwer. t 
. That his Expreſſion of 8 Confuſed Heap of Subjects, 
as the Print is, or Societies, as I am informed it ſhould be, 
ſeparate ane from another, ſeems as indecent for ſuch Parts 
of the Catholick Church of Chriſt ; as will more plainly 


* 


appear in what follows. 


% 


4, Thar the reſt is more decent indeed; How they. car be 
that Kingdom. of Chrift not divided in it felf, and which ſpall 


never fail > but as eaſily anſwered. They may be divided. 

in many W e yet, 172 the Head; continue Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body; as therg are divers Differences among 
thoſe of the Ryman Communion, both Churches, and Par- 
ties in them; and bętween the greets and Lat iges, as I no- 
ted before. Hut they all hold the Head; are not divided in 
the Foundation, which was expreſly declared by our Lord 
and Saviour, and viſibly laid by his Apoſtles, as appears by. 
the Sacred Record of their Acts and their Epiſtles, to be one 
and the fame, without any regard to that Qther Foundation, 
Which others have laid; nor divided in any Doctrine built 

upon it. And if they be divided in Communion, and Faults 
on both ſides, and on the ſide of the Papaey firſt, and moſt, 
and as inexcuſable as incòrrigible, tho there are Faults on 


he other {ide too: both inexcuſable, and too much incorrigi- 
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upon Earth? Should "he har be all exclude 
conclude that of Rome, with. her-Adherears, to he 72 Faith- © 
ful City become an Harlot, che Pres- Hqhore, and ebe Time af 
Gentiles, to be fulfled ; And ſhould we judge: of many. of 
their Agents according to the Judgment of our Lord himſelf, 
we. cannot think, them other than ſuch a Sect of Chriſtian 
Phariſees, deeply rainted. with their Leaven, and ated- by.a 
Ake fa 05 al, as Were thole of the Jews before their Deſtru- 
tion. We may OE OE as they began all this Miſ- 
chief, ſo their Ze rent Impoſitions is a principal Cauſe of the 
Continuance. And this alone might have fatisfied the Bi- 
Jhop's Wonder, why ſuch an Author gag never approve 
ſuc Terms of Communion by. any. Subſcription, much leſs by 
Swearing to them which tis a Wonder to me if ſo learned 
ber im can ſo far approve, « as not to mk they had never 
impoſed. 
This | fuppoſe is ſufficie t Ay Joly to 7 nnch. of the 
Letter as is in Print; hut becauſe it hag reſpect to ſome 
thing of the Dactors 1 Works, which I confeſs I have not yet 
had the Opportunity, jo te 'peruſe, nor does.:hp:there: refer to 
any parti r Paſſages of them; yetſince [underſtand he hath * Hi. der 
* elſewhere done that, and nfs to Defenſ. Fid, Nic, Proem, — 
Seck. 2.1 ſhall not decline a fair Anſwer to that alſo. 103.7392 
It is not neceſſary to recite the whole Section, for there 
5 nothing in it, but what is grounded upon the laſt Words 
of St. Matthew's Goſpel, our Saviour's Promiſe, And lo, Tam 
with you alway, even unto the End of the World, And to this 
I fay, 1. That his Promiſe is performed by his Preſence, as 
well in the Execution of udgment for Correction, as in the 
Favours of, Preſervation, Deliverance, - and Afliſtance. 
2. That it was, general to all; and therefore none could by 
any thing in it pretend to any 1 Privilege ; but what 
hath been done, or permitted to p done, in re 1 5 of any 
* 223 61 | 111101 Ta3-NG:11 i. 2. one. 
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x. the Warning given by St. Fail to the-Romans, Rom. 


A. an@ the Revelation to St. ohn, Rev. 17, after his Aſcen- 
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ion, do all afford remarkable Matter againſt it. And laſt- 
ly, the Preſervation of Unity and Agreement in the Foun- 
dation and moſt neceſſary Superſtructure upon it, does fully 
Anfwer tlie Promiſe. And from all this it appears, that 


what is taught t6 the People (amongſt us) concerning the 
Infallibility of what they call the Church, hat otherwiſe. 


Chriſt ſhould not be true to his Word, is not bnly Sophiſtry, 


Fallacy, and falſe, but little leſs, if leſs, than Blaſphemy. 
And indeed, if what is truly Popery, be well diftinguiſh'd 


from what is truly Catholick, it will appear all a meer 


Abuſe of genuine Chriſtianity, a Myſtery of Iniquity, and 
one of the greateſt Impoſtures in the World. 


And now, if this be not enough to fatisfie that learned 


Prelate, I hope either the learned Doctor, or his learned 
Editor, will in ſomething or other take occaſion to do it 


more compleatly ; if they think not fit to write on purpoſe. 
But in the mean time itaffords me a fair occaſion to propoſe 


/ 


ſome things for the Conſideration of that Reverend Prelate, 


both in reſpect to himſelf, and in reſpect to the Clergy of 


France, eſpecially in ſome of their Aſſemblies. © 


He ſeems in this Letter very fincere and candid, and free 


from that Pharifaical;ſower Leaven, with which many Roman 
Catholicks, at leaſt among us, and I think in Francetoo, are too 


- deeply infected; and therefore I could wiffi that theſe few 
things were taken into Conſideration by him. 1. Whe- 
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ent concerning ſo great matters, as was th 


ches is not better conſider d, and more proper atid effefual 


Means. ufed for the Removal of them, and for the Com- 


and 1 


poſur e of ſuch Differences i in the Church of Chriſt :: 


of Religion, be not both contrary to the Holy Scriptures, 
o the Practice of the Apoſtles and Printing Chriſtians 


and ſcandalous to the wolf Holy Chriſtian Religion, A 


| hell to many ſuch as are not well acquainted with | fich : 


Gamers to the Lat? in Publick Aſteblies, and fo 3 
by the Teſtimonies of Leo and Gelafus ; 'be not fraud ulent 


ancient Matter 'of Fac, and the Moral Evidences of its 


Truth and Divinity, inclining them to ſuſpect the like fee 


the beginning; and that very Sin upon Which our a 
hath pronounced fo dreadful a Judgment: 

3. Whether his endeavour to maintain the awfiitizts of 
"Communion in one kind, and denial of one part of the Holy 


and deceirful in his own Conſcience: and as he will anſwer 


it to Almighty God, the Searcher of all Hearts; and in 2 | 
x - Mifap 799 1 of that Miſconſtruction, as ſufficl 188 


1% 


particular Church, and at that time only; : being Tever heard | 


72 . 1 


vers reſpe Qs; in Miſconſtruction of the Teſtimodies 


ok the Authority of the Catholick Church; whit : 1 ba 
been a true Conſtruction, had proved but the Practice 


of before or after, either there or any where elſe, and there- 
fore contrary to the Practice of the whole Carholiek Church, 
except in their Communion ſince the Innovation. fufficlnt- 
5 Known) to this daß? 


4. Whether this be not a able” or rather a oe" Vir, 
bh by maintaining an unjuft Innovation, and by unlawful 
, Means, and allo for an evil End, at kaſt of miſchicvous' con- 
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Ni Authority 
5 all; and fuch Sin as 1 0 we, 0 quires ſome kind 
of Publick Penance, or Satisfaction for its Fxviation > * 

5. Whether from hence may hot be perceived the true 
| Carle of that wonder 1 Difference beforemen tioned, „ Viz, 
from either a "falſe Principte once admitted, uz, concerning 
* Infallibility, or "Miſapplication of a trite one; ang a falſe or 
* Miſtaken Zeal, commonly inſtigated by ſubrile, evil Powers, 
under the ſpecious appearance of a good End, or for the Ser- 
vice of God, or of his Church, to what is moſt diſſerviceable 2 
But what is now faid, is, but one Inſtance of What more 
nigbt be produced. 

As for the CLERGY Of TRANCE, it is not fo much 
N as Duty and Obligation for me, a private Per- 
„to take notice of their Actions. For as 1 have as high 
an Eſteem for them, as for any Clergy i in the World ; fo 
1 I made a Publick Declaration. in Print of my Defire of 
Communion, not. only with all Catholick Churches in general, 
t with them in particular; which I do again hereby de- 
ckre; but only 1 in what is truly Carholick, and upon true 
co Clo Terms: And therefore I think it my Dut: on the 
other fide, to declare my Apprehenfions of what I think not 
- -o, as I meer with proper ccafion. And upon this I muſt 
needs fay, that 1 have more than One thing, which I wonder 
_ at in them. 
I. That fo learned a Clergy, as they of Tate can be- 
ſieye that the Aſſembly at Trent ſhould be aſſiſted by the 
Spirit of Truth in Matters of Faith, and not be alliütel by 


tze Spirit of Holineſs in Matters of Highteouſnefs and Diſci- 
pline: And therefore, why they do not either wholly re- 
_  ceive it, or wholly reject i it; e ſpecially i if there be in it any 
55 Thang: declared to be of F ah. withour ſufficient Authority of 
| - Sacred | | 
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of civil Conſideration, againſt Papal Uſurpations. As Di- 
vine Rights are not to be denied; fo neither arg, Uſurpati- 
ons to be complied with, even upon our Neighbours, eſpe- 
cially in a common Cauſe, and againſt Divine Right: Nor 
Rights to be maintained by indirect or improper Principles. 
5 F oFnen 1535 8 principal and indiſpenſable Condition 
of being Ghrift's Diſciples indeed, and much-more requiſite 
in his Miniſters and Officers, to take up their Croſs, and to 
part with all, even Life it ſelf, for Him, and his Word; and 
the Deſerting his Service; and Duty thro' Shame or Fear, 
is threatned with Confufion and a dreadful Judgment at the 
Great Day, they do not more conſtantly aſſert, and more 
faithfully. exerciſe their Epiſcopal Authority derived to them 
from the Commiſſion of our Lord to his Apoſtles, over all 
Perſons within their proper Precincts; ſee that the Regulars 
keep to their own Profeſſion, Rules, and Vows, and meddle 
not with what does not properly belong to them; and admo- 
niſh the Civil Magiſtrates to ſhew thernſelves Chriſtians, in- 
deed by Protecting and Defending Chriſt's Authority in his 
Church againſt all Antichriſtian Pretences of Papal Exem- 
ptions and other Uſurpations. „ 
4. That, upon the ſame Conſideration, they do not more 

_ conſtantly aſſert the Rights of Chriſt's Church againſt the 
Tur pat ious and Encroachments of the Civil Powers, and more 
faithfully exerciſe the Authority of Chriſt committed to 
them in free and plain * of their Duty to ran 
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aus indeed, and not forfeit the Benefit of their Profeſſion, ad 
= incur greater Condemnation by their Unfaithfulneſs' to it 


5. That, ſince our Saviour hath denounced Judgment 
Fr againſt all, by whom Offences do come, or who offend one of 1 
i roſe little ones, who believe in him, they do not remove 5 
fthoſe needleſs Offences, if not inexcuſable, as many learned 
Men firmly believe; fuch as the Scriptures and the Offices 
ok the Church in a Language not underſtood by the People, 
the Hoh Communion in one kind only, &c. but ſuffzr great 
Numbers of People, of all Degrees, for whoſe Souls they 
muſt anſwer, to be expos d to ſuch Temptations of Sinning 
againſt their Conſcience, or Suffering for it if they do not; 
1 and the Authority of the State to be ſo expoſed to Cenſure of 
= Tyranny over the Conſciences of Chriſtian People by Se- 
=— aro nmpac gominandnanrys tt ET 
It is not only their Learning, but their Piety alſo, for 
which [ have ſuch reſpect for the Clergy of France, in gene- 
5 ral: And that moves me the more willingly to take notice of 
...._. "Theſe things. For as 1 have a great Kindneſs for all ſincere, 
=: - = People; ſo am Imoſt apt to be concerned for them in 
W- fnch matters as 1 apprehend not well conſiſtent with true 
DPDeiety in them. Many fincere People may be good Profi- 
cients in Chriſt's School, and yet not ſo perfect as not to be 
compaſſed with Iafirmity; but they muſt ſtrive for Perfe- 
| Qtion, left they come ſhort of Salvation, like the fooliſh Vir- 
gins and unfaithful Servant. And befides what I have noted 
already, there is another Warning given by our Saviour, very 
neceſſary to be well conſider d by pious People, that they 
do not deceive themſelves with #nſuficient Profeſſion and pra- 
$ #ice of Religion: Many, faith he, will ſay to me in that day, 
„ Lord, Lord, have we not Prophefred in thy Name, and in thy 
e bur elt ar en, 2% in thy Name don: many won 
ll  qderful Works? Aud tben will I profeſs unto them, I never 


knew 
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Me, 


this Text: and nothing charged againſt any of them but 
mere Unfaithfulneſs, in not diſcharging their Duty. And 
if the Condemnation of ſuch ſhall be what is there deſcri- 
bed, how much greater ſhall be the Condemnation of ſuch 
as miſimploy their Maſters Goods, and abuſe his ſincere and 


faithful Servants! There may be great Heats and Flights of 155 


Devotion, which may be but like the ſtony Ground, Mart. 


1 3. 5, 6, 20, 21. but the Trial of true Devotion is Faith- 


fulneſs, Rev. 2. 10. Our Saviour has promiſed great things 
to them, who forſate the _ of this World for him; 
and therefore they who will forſak 


Recompence of Reward. - RS 


If the great Matters wherein the poor Sufferers agree bon 
with the Holy Scriptures and the Catholick Church in al! 
Ages; And the Matters wherein they differ with thoſe of”. 
the Roman Communion of theſe latter Ages; And the Re- 
ſons they have on their ſide in divers of the Differences 
And that they ſuffer merely for Conſcience fake : If all this 
be well conſidered, the Severity will hardly be juſtifiable inn 
common Humanity, or true civil Policy, but not at all ß 
the genuine Principles of Chriſtianity, even by a humane 


Judgment; and if the Judgment of God be conſider d, what 
can be expected: but like Severity from his Righteous Judg- 
ment? And tho it be executed by Civil Authority, yet 


che Original of all may be imputed to the Clergy, (for a 


twofold Neglect, both of removing Occaſion, and of better 
Information and Perſwaſion to the State. Nay, the State it 
ſelf may impute the Diſturbance by Differences in Religion 


to 


Profeſſors of no ordinary Form, and yet 
_  Aifmilſed as we ſee; and for Iniquity ; which what it is, ma; 
de underſtood hy his Diſcourſe recorded Matt. 25. Which is 

all concerning Profeſſors, and a moſt proper Comment upon 
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e him in the due diſcharfse bo 
of their Duty to him, for the things of this World, which 
are but for a moment, may expect a proportionable juſt 
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e now? tho Ethink I ought. 2 eglect m RR 

bf juſt C Caim and Detttand Uf Communion! in — pen of - "3 

the Catholick Church, yet theſe are ſuch thi S Ithin 

Fought not: to fotbear to diſq wn any; Apprabatiofrans: :them! - 

Auch having done that; I mag not with ſtanding claimtmy 
Eto! Commumion With dne (lunch of! Hire: upon: m 
Profeſſmof Faith; adler with the'Biſhop of Mean, 
Ido hereby, if he pleaſe to take notice of this Papet, and 

- betreate/by Düne as a Catholick ; or that he ſhew ſuffi- 

4 ;cient Reaſons rs the contrary. And for that purpoſe ſhall 

| = here! repeat part of hat I have faid in the Concluſion of 

Wi || Uncccont- What/is lately publiſhed X* That I do declare, and: ſolemnly 

|| «ble Decl. * profeſs; That if any, of either ſide, can latisſie me, by any 

Argument, that I do vary in any thing of Faith, ef 


pA, Ca- 


bol Miſe * Practice, or of Diſcipline, from the plain and certain Rule 


4 
4 | flonars of £ ee of: 
1 

7 


Ancients, (recorded: by Vincent ius Lirinenſis, and 


| Es 90 enerally approved by Learned and Indieious Men-ever | 


* fince) or the Catholick Church of the moſt unexceptlona- 
i 4; ble times, Iwill thank them for it, and ſpeedily reQifie it. 
KE And this J hope does ſufficiently clear me 4 all Guilt 
* the Res or juſt —— of either Hereſie or Schiſm ; and leave 
1 if * the Guilt upon them who refuſe me. I Was told by. one, 
! | LS ohio: gave me a Viſit at Cane · Mol, that lie had ſeen —— my 
Papers in the Study of a Doctor of Sor bon; and therefore I 
bduope this may come to their Hands alſo ; whereby I {hall 
experiment whether they of France be of the fame Spirit 
- af Principles: 5 our amen Catholick Nauener den. 
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